Dr Vetri Velmail (centre), who has a brain tumour, is seen with his son Matthew Velamail ( right) and Tim

Brownell. 114005-1

TWO intrepid sailors from Rotherham
have succeeded in raising more than
£7,500 for Brain Tumour Research by
taking on an epic 24-hour challenge on
the open seas.

Matt Velamail (20) set sail on the gruelling
around-the-clock challenge off the coast of
Southport in honour of his father, Rotherham
GP Dr Vetri Velamail, who is battling a brain
tumour and trying to raise awareness of the
condition.

While other teams worked in relay to complete
the around-the-clock race, Matt and his sailing
partner Tim Brownell (20) navigated their Laser
racing boat non-stop in a bid to raise £5,000 for
Brain Tumour Research.

And not only did the pair from Ulley Sailing
Club complete the feat, they smashed their fund-
raising target and emerged with the competition’s
Yorkshire Cup—awarded to the first Yorkshire-
based vessel in the event.

Matt said: “We have incurred cuts and bruises
and aches all over our bodies as a result of this 24-
hour challenge—without doubt this has been the
hardest thing we have ever had to do—but thank-
fully we didn’t capsize once and there is no broken
boat, nor broken limbs.

“Best of all was watching my mum give my dad
the Brain Tumour Research glass keepsake which
shows we have sponsored a day of research to mark
the second anniversary of the day he was diag-
nosed—December 18, 2009.

“We are so grateful for all who supported us and
helped us to raise £7,500 for Brain Tumour Re-
search, a cause that is so poorly-funded, but could-
n’t be more deserving in our eyes.”

Matthew, of Morthen Road, Wickersley, took to
the seas for 24 hours alongside Tim, of Dinnington,
in an effort to help his father raise awareness of the
issues surrounding brain tumours and support the
Brain Tumour UK charity. .

Dr Velamail was a GP in Wickersley, Ravenfield
and Braithwell before his tumour was diagnosed in
December, 2009.

The 50-year-old was referred to hospital after his
eyesight began to worsen and his family noticed
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changes to his mood.

Radiotherapy failed to affect the tumour, how-
ever, and despite chemotherapy which reduced its
size, medics considered that they could do no more
for him. 5

He said: “There is no further treatment available
to me but after not sleeping through worrying
about my illness, I now lie awake thinking about
how I can help raise awareness of the desperate
need for charitable fund-raising for research into
brain tumours.”

Matthew and Tim braved fatigue, lashing winds
and sleep deprivation during their 24-hour sailing
challenge on September 11 and 12.

But Matthew believes it was a small sacrifice to
make in the aid of research that could save brain
tumour sufferers like his father in future.

Describing his tortuous challenge on the waves,
Matthew said: “By the time we had got about half-
way through the race we were wet and cold and our
clothes were chafing our bodies because of all the
salt from the water.

“We started to wonder whether we had taken on
too much and we really began clock-watching in
earnest.

“Time had never gone so slowly and the wind
was starting to get even stronger as the back-end
of Hurricane Katia struck the western side of the
UK.

“Boats were capsizing all around us.”

He added: “When midday finally arrived, mark-
ing the end of the race, we found ourselves in 19th
place overall, and the first Yorkshire boat—so we
were delighted to be awarded the Yorkshire Cup.

“We would like to thank everyone who helped
us get through the 24-hour endurance race non-stop
but, most of all, we hope that one day soon there
will be a cure for brain tumours.”

You can still sponsor Matt and Tim by going to
www._justgiving.com/Mattim24hour.

For more information about Brain Tumour Re-
search go to www.braintumourresearch.org.




